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face of awesome forces, parents lose the ability to save their children, spouses
are separated, homes—places ot protection——becon?e death t.raps. Thf: best
way to recover from helplessness turns out to be helping—having t‘hej right to
be part of a communal recovery. “Reopening our sclllool says thlS.lé a very
special community, tied together by more than l.ocatlon t?ut by sp.lrlt.uahty;_
by bloodlines and by a desire to come home,” said the assxstant. principal o
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School in the Lower Ninth Ward of
Orleans.™
Neguch people’s reconstruction efforts represent the antithesis of the disaster
capitalism complex’s ethos, with its perpetual quest‘ for clez-m 7sheets and
blank slates on which to build model states. Like Latin Amencg s farm and
factory co-ops, they are inherently improvisational, making do with whoever
is left behind and whatever rusty tools have not been swept away, broken or
stolen. Unlike the fantasy of the Rapture, the apocalyptic erasure that allows
the ethereal escape of true believers, local people’s renewal mf)vements be-
gin from the premise that there is no escape from the substantial messes we
have created and that there has already been enough erasure —of history, of
culture, of memory. These are movements that do not seek to start from
scratch but rather from scrap, from the rubble that is all around. As th(? cor-
poratist crusade continues its violent decline, turning up the s.hock dlél to
blast through the mounting resistance 1t encounters,.these‘pT()]ects point a
way forward between fundamentalisms. Radical only in their intense practi-
cality, rooted in the communities where they live, these men énd women sce
themselves as mere repair people, taking what’s there and fixing it, 'rel.llforf:-
ing it, making it better and more equal. Most of all, they are building in

resilience — for when the next shock hits.
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