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Black Strokes White Spaces



Books by Karl Kempton
Visual poems
typoglifs (typewriter generated poems)

LOST ALFABET FOUND, West Coast Review Press, 1979

RUNE, Bern Porter Books, 1980

RUNE 2: 26 VOICES/JANUARY INTERLUDE, Typewriter/Bird in the Bush, 1980
PRECINCTS OF THE 5STH APOCALYPSE Rainbow Resin, 1980

EON PULSE, Editions Brian Lane, England, 1981

RUNE, (second edition), KALDRON, 1981

POEM, Curvd H&Z, Canada, 1982

CONSTELLATIONS, Rainbow Resin, 1982

FILM STRIP LOJIK TIIPOGLIF ANSIRZ A KWESCHUN, Curvd H&Z, Canada, 1983
TO TASTE, Laughing Bear Press, 1983

BLACK STROKES WHITE SPACES, Xerox Sutra Editions, 1984

KO, with Loris Essary, SCORE, 1984

THE ALLAH SERIES (in Moore's THE CHRONICLES OF AKHIRA), Zilzal Press, 1986
DEEP SQUARE WAVE STRUCTURE, ACCESS, 1987

4 PLUS 3, Post Neo Publications, Australia, 1987

an ensemble, Post Neo Publications, Australia, 1987

FIRE + WATER BALANCE THE BOOK with Ruth Kempton, Light and Dust Books,
1990

RUNE: A SURVEY, Light and Dust Books, 1992

RUNE 6: FIGURES OF SPEECH, Runaway Spoon Press, 1993

RUNE 7: POEM, A MAPPING, Runaway Spoon Press, 1993

Computer

from MEDITATION ON OM and AMBER SANDS, Hybridenland, Germany, 1998
PORTRAITS OF TEXTURE, Runaway Spoon Press, 1999

RUNE 10: ROSE WINDOWS, Runaway Spoon Press, 1999

33: Mathematical Poems 1976-2003, Runaway Spoon Press, 2003

on web @ http://www.logolalia.com/abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz/

RUNE 2: 26 VOICES/JANUARY INTERLUDE

RUNE 10: ROSE WINDOWS

RUNE 18: ROSE WINDOWS FOR THE CATHEDRAL OF THE CHEWED, SCARRED
AND DISCARDED



conceptual books (use of alphabet noodles)

FILM SKRIPT, Rainbow Resin, 1982
TH LETTERZ U ALWAYZ WANTED TO RECEEV, Rainbow Resin, 1982

lexical and visual poems

THE LIGHT WE ARE, Konocti Press, 1985

ALIGNMENT, Atticus Press, 1985

FISSION, Runaway Spoon Press, 1988

A/ROUND, Curvd H&Z, Canada, 1988*

A POND OF STARS, Runaway Spoon Press, 1989~

CHARGED PARTICLES, Runaway Spoon Press, 1991

THE VOICES OF ARDEN, Runaway Spoon Press, 1993

TASSARAJA: WHERE MEAT IS HUNG TO DRY, tel-let, 1994*

WATER FROM THE MOUNTAINS OF LIGHT, White Crow Press, 1995
WORKING HIS WAY OUT OF DARKNESS, White Crow Press, 1995*

Renderings*

BHAKTI RAGA, Divine Life Circle, 2001
DATTATREYA'S ADVAHUTA GITA, Divine Life Circle, 2001

* no visual elements
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Ausiin, Jenvary IE. 1984
Dear Miekal

Your pablication of chess glifs comes st a ccusial slee Por &l of
us whe baliewe that the purposs of Qitecatuce is to tesch withsak
indteuckleon, A the scute ikock wawes From Ehose who have baatam
the black dsua of cligarchicsl scondmic snd mccial seallgrasnt
reach the tenwous and brittle ledges of the bedrock om which the
wrlter-as=artist practices his or ber cralt, ssrvival sore end
more becomes & matier of saying "Horsesmsan, pass by, for § doess
myeelf in skine of your own WilQ.=

This is per o say that welterd are cEsacleg a cposelully
eaattionaty aft. It I8 Seast B0 Eay, BowewsE, Ehat yesterday's
nawipapers are dale reading.

Within that ideal and Bcmasnticleed Iimage of the artlet with which
I'm certain we sl martersd curselwse when =e begen to write,
there le, of couree, no room for safety. We are all propheis to
ek world, destroyers of the old, = that & bBebtel new =ay e
Bulilt. WEat w8 failed t& Eew wad that tha actlaE 6 a8 huSar A
any to whom the actiet would pretesd to minidtec, Ehat wa are Both
lods mhd moze than chasacters e sach others poesd and novels,

Fapera from mach further back than pesierday twll ws s]]l too
clearly that art has long simoe lost its orsditional perposs and
valuss of secular amd religiocus salvetion within the world sed The
cultures of the world. In lts most vislikls form, art boday s
flvele sore than big business, witBin the gallecies, the Sudeosd,
the concert Balla, and all vos shasst (8 afy dAay socepk the leamtk
commerioal BablErosed.

Glwen this sitostion snd & more homen wnderstanding of the
srtint-am-writer, it i notl sunprieing, pechaps not even sad, that
wrkters should estrace & view of and an approsch te thelr werk
which Ie safe &nd scceprable preclsely becsdse much ascepEasss ia
the only evidence shey can FInd that the Latges notlons of the oid
srt sre still viabls.

1 wrote abswve that the impogtence of these glifs lies in parc im
coafflrmiog b conviction that the srtist sust tesch without
instructice, Ferhape thet sTSCEmEntT Cends [oward seesleg &

non segeitor becauEss it SCceprs the fact tRat AER dosd no longer
poBsEEE 1vd prevical pouet b6 sdecats and Beal Bhe growp. In
welting It; 1 cressmbared the scene in Tom Eobbine' nowel EVEN
COWGIRLS GET THE BLUES In which the yousg would drive thedr
volhswagen buses intoc the hills in sssrch of lsstructlon snd
snlightensent from Robbine' character the Chink, wbas they ElsEook
to be & grest and wiss Orientsl tescher, rather Thes [he sECapes
from @ World Wer [ Jepsnass internesnt ossp in Calliformia Lhat B
wan, The Chink"s consistent response was Lo pull owi his genfcals,
wave them st the kids and seress "the only lessea IS that you
don"t mesd sny TeaChars|™

I 4% not think It wholly sccidental that in welting ko you abouk
Eazl Kemptea's glifs the (msge of waving gesitale coms to mind.
The inherent matutal power of langeuge lies wery close Lo the
purface in sll1 of his glife, walting bo B relesssd Iin the resdsr
in mugh the samss way that the sex sct rolessss & shared snargy

precincts

lunar saills



batusas twvo lovers. HBat we d@ee hare ia the result of & sharp and
beilllant cut across the whole sttucture of chaught-larguage=yward =
Feem ln which the snergy bDound wichin che whale is complerely laid
Eare foc um,

[ alss A& nak thisk It risks s6e moch ea say that =sny people
wiuld find chese glifs cracceptable aa postry bn S0 fac aa they
undesstand poetiy sust take a given form. Iromically, in the old
BEnE&, ELhey aze unacoeprable ad poetry. When postsy had powes
Withis our coletuwEe, & poem logked snd read like ehias asd aech. TE
B posm LB T3 BEWE power Eoday, Lt sust cherefers look and Tead as
those posss did,. {1 fesl csetain thet I am speaking Bers nok Just
of & concept of postry lsacned In the schools, bur at least abayt
& Bajor MEFUEpCLOn wiRh which CORtdmparary posaLs Efy Eo walideste
the svidence of acceptance of which [ apoksé abave.)

Farcunacely, chare ia sn aven oldee traditiom of act Foom thia msoul
of which eRade qlife come. The inherited motion of artc am & means
to salvation, either systical or seculas, is the direee produckt of
centuries of Chefistian cultuze and a reaction EfaiAdE Lt begimning
in ene LAth century. Pre-Christisn cultures (and [ use EREE EsEs
delibecately instead of “pagan®] sade oo such clalms for ac: and
i ane penke Jdid st practice ast at all. Rathee, the pre-
Sheistian lived inm a wholistic world of enscgy in which

@waiyching was either less or more and the whole werked when
mnargy was la balance snd dld Aot work when 1t was nse,

fa thia an ircelewently simpiiscle worldview? [ don'® know, [k'm
mot & world in which my choughts often wander sves in Rindesight. £
can only cespare it ©o the uses and migusEs af anacgy by thoess
Bamking an sccepred weltbten art.

To tasch without inetcuectios, hewever, spaaks dicestly to the
notics of & viable are. As art wisble an isdividusl, raches ERan
cultucal cerms. This is chbviously m8t & new poTioR, Buk porhaps
naver bafoce has chars bash S5ce teapon b secicualy examime LE.
hre by and for individuals doss mot depend on any largee
sccepbance, any social or sconomic pact, Ite assuspricns are qwite
unsale for thafe considerations and perhaps ate quikte rightly
Dpposed Gy those who Bold ches. An ledivideslistic are (E's as
fpaaking here of sodience, not styla)l zells us what wa aloeady
sp@, withowe additionsl Eooial d@fjinesring. Ir leaves the choloe
9F tD all a4 to what im o ba done with ehe acs artlifact and =he
knowledge received fram that artifast. [a this view of act, the
#orld is alesady built. Pachaps thiw iw che real ceasan that Earl
Esmpeon's glife often sess ¢ simplistic. They come from Ehe
cammen words and objésta of experlensae, things we say amd aee, or
cacld way and aes each day. Kacl tells us, I eRink, tHat mach
HOLddE ahd chgecte are ofily simple because we sigply ses thes. Or
raferenca them to what they amd we are noS, TAChEr Chasm uka® we
BSES are. To teach without Ensefocelon reslly Seans Ea Llearn.
Words amd cBjects make eheie sfferings mo ws. They do not cell us
Waat shouid ba dond, Shly what can be done. Cur cholce Is ta
learn. And begimning with & sessing son seqguitor, © Elad =ynsll
ndlng With anesher. How safe & choice we sake iz the only dssges.

ALl pasea, Miakal,
Lorls Cddazy




I tell you thars are only
the myths of childhood

geonetry
nothing more.

howard mecord
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showing off blcep strength tatooed man
totem blank faces
attempted disintegratlon arm dancers
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backword

suggestion: do not reed the following unless

there exists a desire to have the reeding and viewing
of the vizual text conditioned by my intentions.
strokes white spaces follows a sine wave, peek to

black
peek with sections 2 & 3 az the trof. this iza move-
ment from what thot ideal to 4 posibl ideal with the
present moment lookt upon with somewhat jadded eye-
balls. the past, generally on this land b4 the dubl
edged white skinned fok handshake, iz wisht to b
an ideal zone, and hence the gesture tords this point
of view by kompozing worx whose foundation extends
into the north american pre-white homesteading akt.
section 2 i1lustrates the patterns our current gen-
eration allows itself to become hypnotized by. #3
deals witha concept accepted by many peeplz that
already the world 4 times has been destroyed and that
we r klose to the 5th destruction. and all around us
there is the talk of latching solar sails to space-
kraft; in order to balance this act, to move tords
a2 more harmonious attitude i designed Tunar sails.
which brings the book full cirkl due to the many
matriarchies existing once upon a time tho since i
deal in 3-d the sirkl is but a slice viewing of
our actual track i feel we aza body consciousness
iza spiral az we break out of the spells we kast
upon ourselves,













Black Strokes White Spaces by Karl Kempton
Printed in the Autonomous Republic of Qazingulaza
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